
THE GOVERNMENT OF ANCIENT ROME 

Rome was originally 
ruled by kings, but in 
509 B.C. the Romans 

rebel against the King & 
created a republic.

A republic is a form 
of government in which 
citizens have the power 

to elect their leaders.



Rome’s republic was shaped by a 
struggle between wealthy nobles and 
regular citizens.         

Plebeians

Patricians



Strike Plebeians are tired & having no 
say in the gov’t so they go on 
strike. They leave the farms and 
the army to go sit on the 
Palatine Hill (Forum).

These strike to win more rights 
is known as the Conflict of 
Orders.

Rights Gained
1. Right to join the army
2. Form their own assembly
3. Twelve tables
4. Veto power
5. Elect their own leaders 

called the Tribunes



THE TWELVE TABLES

Based on custom

Written so everyone 
could understand 
(Plebeians)

On display in the Forum 
Romanum

Written on brass tablets, 
called tables

Harsh but equal





TABLES 1-4

1. You must appear in court if you are 
summoned

2. If a witness does not show in court, they will 
be summoned every three days until they 
show

3. You have 30 days to pay a debt

4. If a child is born deformed, they will be 
killed immediately & inheritance goes to the 
eldest son



TABLES 5-8

5. Females must have a guardian 

6. You cannot take another person’s    property

7. Roads must be kept in order

8. Thieves cannot be killed by day; seditious 
gatherings at night are forbidden



TABLES 9-12

9. The penalty of receiving a bribe is death

10. You cannot bury/burn a corpse within the 
city; women cannot wail/cry at funerals

11. Marriages between Plebeians and Patricians 
are forbidden

12. Whatever laws are passed by the Senate, 
are official laws in the empire. 





1. Top government official

2. Two chosen every year 

3. Headed the army and ran the 
government

4. Served short term….avoided risk of 
abusing power

5. Veto - The right of the consul to reject 
the other’s decision. Latin for “I forbid”

Executive - Consuls



1. 300 men

2. Chosen for life

3. Controlled by the Patricians

4. Elects/Advise Consul

5. Gained control of financial affairs

6. Makes laws

Legislative –
Senate
Latin for “old men”



1. Represented the common people

2. Declared War

3. Approved/Rejected laws

4. Approve public works

5. Veto decisions of consuls

6. Tribunes only elected for 1 year

Legislative –
Assembly/
Tribunes



1. In the beginning there was only 1 but 
added more later on

2. Chosen for 1 year

3. Equal standing with the Consuls

4. Could rule Rome if Consuls were away

5. Interpret the law

Judicial –
Praetors




