
The Life of Jesus

• Jesus was born in a small town called Bethlehem at the end of 
the first century BC.

– Jesus’s mother, Mary, was married to Joseph, a carpenter.

– Christians believe God was Jesus’s father.

• Jesus began to travel and teach when he was about 30, 
challenging the authority of political and religious leaders.

• In or around AD 30 they arrested and tried him. He was 
executed by crucifixion.

• Christians believe in Jesus’s Resurrection, his rise from the 
dead three days after he was crucified.

• After the Resurrection, Jesus appeared to some groups of his 
disciples, or followers, and taught them about how to pass on 
his teachings.

• Then Jesus rose up into heaven.



Main Idea 2:
Christians believe that Jesus’s acts and 

teachings focused on love and salvation.

Acts

• According to the 
Bible, Jesus 
performed 
miracles.

• Miracles are 
events that 
cannot normally 
be performed by 
a human.

• The New 
Testament says 
that people 
became Jesus’s 
followers after 
seeing him 
perform miracles.

Parables           

• Parables are 
stories that teach 
lessons.

• Jesus taught 
using parables.

• Through parables, 
Jesus linked his 
beliefs and 
teachings to 
people’s everyday 
lives.

Message

• Love God

• Love all people, 
even your 
enemies

• Salvation, the 
rescue of people 
from sin

• How people can 
reach God’s 
kingdom



Main Idea 3:
Jesus’s followers taught others about 

Jesus’s life and teachings.

• Accounts of Jesus’s life and teachings written 
attributed to his disciples

• New Testament contains four by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John

• Best source of information about Jesus’s life

The Apostles

• Twelve men whom Jesus chose to receive 
special teaching

• Sent by Jesus to spread his teachings

• Continued teaching after the Resurrection

• Led by Peter after Jesus died

The Gospels



Paul

• Paul is probably the most important person in the spread of 
Christianity.

• Paul never met Jesus.

• At first he worked against the spread of Jesus’s message. 

• According to the Bible, Paul experienced an event which caused 
his conversion to Christianity.

• After his conversion he traveled spreading Christian teachings 
and wrote letters to communities throughout the Roman world.

• After he died he was named a saint, a person known and 
admired for his or her holiness.



Main Idea 4:
Christianity spread throughout 

the Roman Empire by 400.

Christians wrote down and distributed the Gospels and other 
teachings.

Local Roman officials challenged the spread of Christianity.

Christianity was banned by emperors during the 200s and 300s.

Local Christian leaders led each Christian community. Leaders, 
or bishops, of larger cities had more influence, especially the 
bishop of Rome, also known as the pope. As the pope’s 
influence grew, Christianity spread throughout Rome.

Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity and removed 
bans against its practice.

Eventually, Christianity spread from Rome all around the world.


